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Senator Jeff Merkley’s Office

• Dan Mahr: Hood River 
Field Rep

• Lucas Smith: Natural 
Resources and 
Appropriations Policy 
Advisor
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Community Forests at 
RCO

Nason Ridge Community 
Forest

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is just a briefing. The proviso authorized RCO to create the program. The director will approve the funding and evaluation criteria. Board will have an opportunity to review the ranked list at their November 5 meeting.

Roadmap for the presentation:
Legislative history and direction
Advisory committee 
Program details (DRAFT)
Next steps
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Program Details
Funding

• Up to $3 million

• 15% match

Forestland property

• 5 or more acres

• 75% forested (or can be reforested)

Eligible Applicants

• Cities and Counties

• Special Purpose Districts and Public Development 
Authorities

• Nonprofits

• Tribes

• State agencies (with one of the above)

Use of Grant Funds

• Property acquisition 

• Restoration or recreation development

• Community Forest Management Plans

Montesano Community 
Forest

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Projects must acquire fee simple title to Forestland property 

Forestland is defined as 5 or more acres of land that is at least 75% forested, or capable of being reforested. Land can support forestry, non-timber forest products, recreation, education, and other public benefits. 

Applicants include municipal and county governments and their subdivisions (e.g. natural resource departments), tribes, nonprofits, and state agencies working directly with one of the other eligible entities. An interesting twist is the eligibility of Public Development Authorities which are municipal corporations set up purposefully for specific ventures.

Projects may also include limited recreational development and/or restoration activities on the property acquired.

Funding Requests are limited to $3,000,000 and require a 15% matching share. 

Funding guidelines and evaluation criteria were published to our website in august for public review, we went through some final editing before launching the application period in September. Proposals were accepted until October 1st and the proposals were then reviewed/scored by the advisory committee. 





2022 Projects

Chimicum Community 
Forest
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Potential Funding to Support Community Forests

Washington Wildlife 
and Recreation 

Program 

Nonhighway Off Road 
Vehicle Activities

Recreational Trails 
Program

No Child Left Inside

Family Forest Fish 
Passage Program

Salmon Recovery 
Funding Board

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Local Parks – COMPETITIVE – Cities and Counties only, active recreation development w/ in a community forest
Trails - $6-$8 million biennially – Cities and Counties only, Trail system development w/in a community forest
RP $6-$8 million biennially – Must include acquisition, can also include restoration – allows NGO applicants
UWH – $6-$8 million biennially - Must be w/in proximity of an urban area, focus on providing public access, no restoration – allows NGO applicants
NOVA – $12 million biennially. Counties and cities, w/ limited nonprofit eligibility
RTP - $1.8 million annually/ $3.6 biennially, more nonprofit eligibility, competitive!
FFFPP - 



Thank you!

Whatcom Land 
Trust



Justin Allegro - The Nature Conservancy Washington
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Mount Rainier National Park



Oregon Community Forest Trends 
and Needs
Northwest Community Forest Coalition

Dylan Kruse, Vice President

October 18, 2022



Oregon Trends

Recent successes

Remaining needs

Projects to date have been customized and 
systemic replication is limited

Lack of sufficient match funding sources and 
coordination across agencies and programs 
is a barrier

Expanded and more flexible tools and 
tweaks to existing programs are needed



Policy Needs

Stay constructive and avoid conflict

100% voluntary landowner engagement and 
community capacity building

Greater coordination with a focus on source 
water protection and enhancement, wildfire 
resilience, and other public benefits

Emphasis on green infrastructure protection 
and enhancement and public health

One stop shop to provide TA to communities 
to protect and enhance targeted 
geographies

Track and leverage federal resources



Grant funding to protect, enhance, and/or 
restore source drinking water areas and 
critical forest infrastructure. 

Public benefits including drinking water, 
wildfire resilience, habitat, recreation, timber, 
etc.

Municipal scale (smaller acreages), with a 
focus on communities under 50,000. 

Rolling deadline for time sensitive funding 
opportunities, easements, and acquisitions

How does PFA interface with current needs?

What else?

Policy Needs



Panel Discussion

Facilitator: Candice Polisky, US Forest Service

Panelists:

Dan Mahr - Field Rep, Senator Jeff Merkley’s Office
Lucas Smith - Natural Resources and Appropriations 
Policy Advisor, Senator Jeff Merkley

Ben Donatelle - Washington State Recreation and 
Conservation Office

Justin Allegro - The Nature Conservancy, Washington

Dylan Kruse - Sustainable Northwest
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Image: 2017 Field Tour of Chimacum Ridge

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Introduce the history of the coalition, Skamania convening in 2014, and the emphasis of coming together in the middle 
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