
East Moraine Community Forest

Wallowa Lake Moraines Partnership
Wallowa County, Wallowa Land Trust, Wallowa Resources 

and Oregon Parks & Recreation Department 
– with support and participation from the Nez Perce Tribe



Brief History of the Project
Wallowa County Land Use Plan
Amended 1996 – Adding Goal Five Overlay (3 Yr Process)
V. Open Spaces, Scenic and Aesthetic Areas and Natural 
Resources
GOAL:  To conserve open space and protect natural and 
scenic resources
POLICIES: All Wallowa Lake Basin Moraines be preserved 
as scientific natural areas, significant to the County, State 
and nation. (Appendix 5-8).

Article 44:  Adopted in 2002 and applying to the Wallowa 
Lake Moraines Goal 5 Resource Overlay – with a focus on 
scenic integrity.
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Oregon Parks & Recreation Dept.
Wallowa County
Wallowa Land Trust
Wallowa Resources

Wallowa Lake Moraines Partnership



Wallowa-Whitman NF
Nez Perce Tribe
Oregon State Parks
Wallowa Land Trust
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1,791 acres RY Family Trust

The Property



3 houses on the crest of the East Moraine

12 other homesites allowable

Conference facilities

Retreat Center

Offices

Private dock on Wallowa Lake



Purchase Price: Land $6,000,000
1,791 acres (an additional 33 was donated from OPRD as match)

Transaction Costs $256,508
Legal fees, due diligence, fundraising and closing costs

Stewardship Fund $311,440
For annual maintenance, multiple-use management and payment in lieu of taxes

Total Project Cost $6,567,948

TOTAL AMOUNT RAISED: $6,740,484

RY Family Trust property acquired January 2020
OPRD donated an adjacent 33 acres in June 2021 which contributed to match.  
A private landowner sold another adjacent 30 acre parcel to the Wallowa Land Trust



USFS Forest Legacy $3,673,928.00
Oregon State Parks $1,000,000.00
Families & Individuals $1,380,376.00
Foundations $386,180.00
Nez Perce Tribe $300,000.00

Where did the money come from?



Management Plan & Governance Structure
Conservation Values of the East Moraine Community Forest:

• a relatively unaltered community treasure, providing unparalleled scenic 
views;

• diverse and critical habitats, which support and connect a complexity of 
species;

• longstanding cultural significance of the East Moraine and this Property to its 
original inhabitants;

• its cultural history and the returns it provides to the local economy as a 
working landscape;

• recreation and educational opportunities for the local community and visitors 
alike. 

The Wallowa Lake Moraines Partnership is united in its 
desire to ensure balance across all uses and Conservation Values.



Recreation 
• Community Involvement

• Campaign
• Management Planning
• Implementation and Use
• Citizen reporting 



Recreation Issues and Tension Points
• Potential for too much use and erosion of conservation values
• Potential for increased conflict among users 

• Different recreation users, and recreation and livestock 
• Limited uses of motorized vehicles
• Dogs – leashed, voice command, unleased

• Bigger challenge with bikers and horseback riders
• Grazing – general dislike to trails-fences issues
• Community and/or private events
• Infrastructure – parking, trailheads, toilets, signage



Response and Lessons Learned 

Success requires:

Partnerships 
Patience
Persistence
Perpetuity

and

Scotch

• Developing system to monitor trends and peaks in 
public use

• Initiating Public Use Carrying Capacity Study
• Conducting series of public tours and field trips
• Ongoing dialogue and education with users on dog 

policies
• Demonstration of virtual fencing with OSU Ext and 

EOARS
• Community engagement in infrastructure planning
• Ndw Land Use Permit for use of motorized vehicles
• New Conditional Use Permit for Events
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